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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


1  j  U.  S.  D«e»8rc»K3at  9t  Aiirtcullirre 

Rath  Van  Deman,  Bureau  of  Hone  Econonics,  and  Wallace 'Tadderljr,  BiiillU  SwrWce, 
U.S.D.A.  3roadc.a."t  in  the  Deoartinont  r)ortion  of  the  ITational  .yarn  and  Horac  Hour, 
IT-j-esda-/,  DvSceLi'oer  15,  1942,  over  statior.s  associated  with  the  Blue  Hetwork, 
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7ALLACZ  ICArrSHLY;    Af^ain  today  our  slogan  is  "Plaice 'em  Last."    And  Hu.th  Van  Deman's 
here  to  tall  us  how  to  :':alce  our  household  ironing  equipment  last-for"  the  duration 
or  lon;;or.     For,  as  y?e  hno'.v,  the  metals  and  materials  that  went  into  ■  manufactur- 
ing electric  irons  and  other  tools  to  mako  the  joh  of  ironing  easier,  arc  nov/ 
going  into  oo.;."bs,  shells,  pianos,  and  instrurionts  of  war. . , . . .  .So  there  wo- are, 
Itath  all  ready  for  you  to  organize  us  into  a  conservation  coros, 

rl-JZ-i  VAIT  1:3:: AIT;    that's  a  thou^Iit,  Wallace. ..  .Conservation  Coros  for  Victory... 
CCV's  for  short,    ^e  need  to  conserve  everything  down  to  the  dustpan  and  tlic 
"oroom.    B.it  of  course  it's  ~ood  senae  to  start  with  the  things  that  save 
Irioor,  lilie  v.ashing  machines  and  electric  irons,  ' 

ICADDZPXY;  IPhey  were  the  first  -oioces  of  :iou3Chold  laoor  r,a-<-ing  cquipiiient  to 
"be  cu.rtailcd  in'inrjvifacture. ,  .and  t:"ic  factories  conv-rrted  to  war  'production.. 

VAIT  DZHIT:    Bit  our  need  for  clean  clothes .,  .well  ironed  clean  clothes'  doe -^n't 
£TOW  any  less.  In  fact  the  grco.so  and  grime  of  war  jo^os  is  malcing  clothes  dirtier, 

KAri'SI-XY;    And  some  of  tis  arc  going  to  have  to  do  no  re  -ores  sing  at  ho:jie...on 
trousers  and  clothes  in  general,    l&uiy  of  the  cleaning  and  •grossing .ev^tahlish- 
ments  hcivo  it.otc  "business  than  thoy  can  handle,  v/ith  so  raany  of  their  ex- 
perienced Typsrators  p^ne  to  war, 

VAN  IS:IAN;    Yes,  the  electric  :".ind  iron  h'.s  a  v/artiiae  jo"b  cut  out  for  it.  Be- 
side t:ie  household  ironing  and  ^resving,  many  a  girl  lea-^fing  home  to  talce  a 
'.var  job  packs  her  electric  iron  in  her  suitca-e, 

KASDSPXY;    And  w:i.en  she  plu^vs  the  iron  in  at  hQr  nev;  quarters,  do  you  suppose 
she  always  checks  first  on  the  current.., to  be  sure  it's  right  for  her  iron? 
You  Lmow  3:ie  could  >urn  out  a  good  iron  .lighty  easily  if  slie  got  it  on 
direct  current  (D.C.)  for  instance,  when  it  was  built  for  -alternating  cur- 
rent (A.C.). 

VAi:  liK'A'.:'.    Yea,  I  l:now  she  could.    And  'twould  a-)^ear,  Mr.  Kadderly,'  that 
you've  boon -reading  our  new  leaflet  "Hov/  to  Malce  Your  Ironing  Equipment  La.st 
Longer,"  -  ■ 

KAPgSBLY;    ITo  ,  not  yet. 

VAN  lEivlAIT;     That  caution  about  the  ri  rht  current  for  the  iron  heads  the  list 
of  pointers  on  liow  to  'jet  longer,  better  sevnce  from  an  electric  iron,  A- 
not:ier  is:    Always  attach  the  -)lug  to  the  iron,  before  j'-ou  r)lug  the  cord  into 
the  rail  outlet.    And  follow  that  sar.o  order  when  you're  disconnecting  it. 
If  you  do  it  the  ot:ier  v/ay  aro'ond,  the  prongs  on  the  iron  are  likely  to 
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spark  and  cra.ckle  v^lien  you  slip,  bhe  cord  over  theia. 

KADDIBLY;     That  "s-oarlcling"  is  oad  for  the  ,cet^-^.l  of  the  iron,  isn't  it? 

VAIT  ISljIiVIT;  Yes,  it  eats  into  the  vietr-.l.  .  .mav  even  malce  it  nec5ssar5'-  to  replace 
those  -oronfjs  on  the  iron.  ...  those  ter--.iinals  as  the  erocrts  call  them.. 


K-ISDSBLY;  -  And  I  notice  you  sahd,  Rith,   "hefore  you  -olug  the  cord  into  the 
Tall  outj.ot."     Isn't  that  talcing  it  for  granted  there'll  "be  a  wall  outlet 
handy?       '  " 

VAI\T  DEi'IAIT;     I. know  that's  too  good  to  he  trao,  always.     But  it's  much  safer 
and  easier  on  the  electric  wiring  to  "olug  an  iron  into  a  wall  outlet  than  in- 
to an  electric  li.r.ht  socket  osojcially  on  a  drop  cord.     Those  connections  aren't 
huilt  to  carr;;^"  the  ar-'.ount  of  curr.:nt  it  takes  to  o"">erate  an  iron.     It  creates 
a  fire  hazard. 

KASDBRLY ;     Sone  serious  fires  have  been  started  too  when  ^oo^le  forgot  and 
went  off  leaving  the  electric  iron  connected, 

VAU  DE'lAH;    Yos  ,  it's  -tcII  to  got  the  disconnecting  haoit.     It  saves  acci- 
dents., scad  electric  ciirrent.  .v/hen  the  doorbell  or  the  telephone  interrupts  the 
ironing,     So;.ie  irons  have  thermostats  to  kest)  then  from  overheating.  Bat 
even  so  tho^A  go  on  •'■'.sing  u:o  currLnt  -onless  the  thermostat  is  set  to  the  "off 
point. 

KADDEHLY;     Dror)-oing  an  electric  iron,  isn't  an-"-  too  good  for  it  either,  is  it? 
VAK  DEl;i^J7:     Ter;'-  had  for  it,     Tlie re's  a  rather  delicate  mechanism  inside  an 
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electric  iron.     A  nasty  fall  may  get  th^t  o'Lit  of  kilter.     And  the  smooth  flat 
face  of  the  iron-  the  sole  -elate  -  c.^n't  do  its  host  joh  if  it's  scratched  and 
dented. 

KADDEBLY ;     The  -olug  on  the  cord  of  an  iron  is  '^.oraething  else  that  doe-n't  t-ke  , 
kindly  to  oeing  dro-n-oed  and  knocked  about,  ,  .; 

YAll  DB:'.IAIT;    And  the  cord  doesn't  like  to  be  yaiilced  out  of  the  socket.  Tliat, 
may  loosen  the  tiny  v/ires  that  carry  the  current  ... 

KilDDEELY;     In  other  words,  "oull  the  -ilug  by  taking  hold  of  the  r)lu.g,  not  the 
cord. 

VAN  gS.i;;IAN;  like  lifting  a  ~iu-n-^y  by  the  scvlf  of  its  neck,  not  it's  tail. 


KADDEBLY ;  Scune  idea.  The  electric  cord  nay  "bite"  by  giving  you  electric 
shock  if  -you  handle  it  the  -.-/rong  way. 
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VAIT  na.lAIT;    And  another  little  thing  to  watch  out  for  that  nay  have  "big  con- 
sequences is:    ATOid  touching  the  cord  with  the  iron  while  it's  hot.  The 
heat  injures  covering  and.  insulation, ..  .makes  an  accident  hazard. ..  .and 
daj3a£;es  materials  hard  to  re-olace, 

KADDZBLY ;    And  something  else  I've  had  drilled  into  me  is  this.    Coil  the 
cord  loosely  when  it's  not  in  use.    Or  if  it's  detachable  from  the  iron, 
hang  the  cord  over  a  pe£-  or  a  couole  of  nails  driven  a  little  way  a-oart. 
The  idea  is  not  to  let  the  wires  in  the  cord  "bend  sharply, 

VAIT  ISIAI'T;    Yes,  that's  another  way  to  I^eep  the  cords  doing  duty.  And 
77allacc,     I  think  v;e  covered  the  M.^host  "ooints  on  keer)ing  irons  and  iron- 
ing machines  in  service. 

KADIgHLY;     Didn't  You  bring  along  a  copy  of  the  new  folder  on  ironing 
equi-oEent. .  .how  to  ual-re  it  l?.st  longer? 

VAM  nSAlI;     Gracious  yes.     I  almost  forgot.     It's  right  here  in  my  "bag. 

KADD2PXY ;     Shall  I  offer  it  to  our  Taira  and  Home  friends? 

VAIT  LiZrAlI;    Y^s,  certainly.     This  is  a  com-oanion  piece  to  the  ones  on  re- 
frigerators...  ,v;ashing  machines ..  .household  rabber  articles ..  .-oart  of  a 
"keeTj'exn  lasting"  series  for  wartime. 

KADDZP-LY ;    And  any  one  of  these  or  all  four  are  available  to  any  home-aakcr 
who  wants  them? 

VAF  HETJA":  Y--.s  any  one  who  sends  a  "oost  card  to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
De-)artment  of  Agricultiire ,  17ashington,  D.  C, ,  and  asks  for  the  folders  on  care 
of  houselaold  equipment. 


